Writing to Describe:

The Art 0f@tﬁ63p® '

We are leaving the flat world behind.
Today, we enter the world of feeling.
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Literary Editorial The Writer's Workshop

What is Atmosphere?

| (Atmosphergis the mood or feeling of a pla It
helps the reader experience alongside the character. -

e

The Flat Version: The forest was scary.

Th'e Atmospheric ' jon: The fa nt hum o ‘traffic was
muffled by the mist... the dampness clung to my clothes.

mﬂa—_
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( Atmospherejis what makes a story come alive. <~
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Your Toolkit ol ﬂ,_ o s
uild  \Q

@lgory De@é\ Tensio”" \GSil

Sight, sound, touch, smell, taste.

Word Choice

The power of verbs and adjectives.

ey,

oy 3 Imagery —
Painting wit@rs and similes.

&X: 4 Weather L0
Using the elements a@

Sentence Structure L o
Controlling the pulse and tone. W = e, i ME
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Tool 1: Awakening the Senses

Base Text: It was a cold morning. <

Th@rolled in, and the
‘glistening dew sat on the grass. @
faint hum of traffic was mufiled by th(y Don't just look.

mist. The chill of the air bit my skin. Hear: Thesharp cry
e of a distant bird.

Feel: The dampness
clinging to clothes.
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Tool 2: The Power of the Verb
Scenario A: The@pemwees. Scenario B: The@trees.

——

o A

= S

(Suggests peace) (Suggests wild danger)

Core Rule: Adjectives and verbs can completely change the tone. The same
- setting can feel dramatically different based on a single word choice.
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Tool 3: Painting with Words

Definitions:

- Simile: Comparing using “like” or “as”.

- Metaphor: Describing one thing as if it were
another.

Instead of ‘The night was dark”... 2

““The night was a@

-mme last threads of light.”

Why It Works: Imagery adds depth and
engages the reader’s imagination.
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Tool 4: The Weather as a Character

Case Study: Great Expectations
by Charles Dickens

Analysis: The foggy marshes set @

and suspenseful scene.

\a Weather isn’t just a background detall—
detail—it is an integral part of the |
atmosphere.

——’{:_—_92%5 Fog = Mystery/Suspense

\.I.f;

—j: = Sunshine = Joy/Safety

ilx'\
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Tool 5: Controlling the Pulse

K i e / y AV,
Building TensDShort,_abru pt sentences. Creatin@msh, flowy sentences
e.g. Stop. Listen( Eootsteps.” ) with positive descriptive words.

“Tone is how you want your reader to feel. >
You are the director controlling the pace.
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The Comparison Challenge

The Peaceful Park _

L

® -

Activity: Atmosphere
Change Challenge
1. Take a simple setting

(e.g., a forest).
2. Write one paragraph

that feels pleasant.
3.Write one paragraph
that feels unsettling.

& NotebookLM



Literary Editorial The Writer's Workshop

The Vocabulary Vault

S g _ .
. 1 1 . . . i
|| Atmosphere: The mood or .~ 1| Sensory Details: Descriptions [}
f‘"f ‘—-—-q.\‘_\ e — ."I ‘ A 2 L ; ;"-
feeling of a place. .| 4l appealing to the five senses. I
N T S -

4]l Imagery: Language creating . " Tone: The author’séattitude

vivid pictures (Similes/Metaphors). i influencing how the writing feels. 5 -
K ‘B

1\

=

N %

Mood: The feeling a reader gets || Tension: A sense of gxcitemen'

e

1. from the text. - W} orsuspense.
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Activity: Mood Mind Map
1. Choose an atmosphere

‘ (e.g., spooky, peaceful).
._ \_@ 2 2. Write it in the centre
N—. &  andcirelane
@ ' 3.Draw branches adding
sensory details (sight,
sound, smell).

Tip: Use colours to group
related emotions.
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i aenvipy Describe Your Favourite Place

o i
The Brief: e
1. Choose a place you love (park, home, holiday

spot). T
2. Think about the feeling—is it calm, joyful, -
comforting?

3. Write a paragraph using@ensory details)and a

consistenttone. -
I ._________=___

Challenge: Share it with someone. Did they feel
what you intended?

-
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Knowledge Check

~ Q:How does a simile
 like “raged like a wild
beast” affect the
storm?

g L
Q: Which sensory
details best describe

~ an eerie forest?

- Q: Why use short,
R sharp sentences?

A: Tobuild suspense
and make the scene

A: Thedamp smell of A: It creates a vivid,

Intense atmosphere.

moss and adistant

rustling sound. feel breathless.
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Extension & Inspiration

e Research: Look up UK landmarks
(National Trust). How do they
change in different weather?

e Annotate: Find an atmospheric
description in your favourite book.

e Experiment: Write a diary entry Tu" el )
where the mood shifts : ‘ S
dramatically halfway through. Atmospheric ||
e 1 description. L~
i Risources: BBC Bitesize, British Library, Oxford Owl. b KR
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The Final Chapter

e Atmosphere is the mood created by
Q the writer.

@nsory de@(sight, sound, smell) are vital. k- . %
e Word choice and weather reflect the e

( emotion. L

- “Practice and creativity are key.
b... Make your writing leap off the page!”

f.
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